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Kremlin Continues to Target
Western Companies

“Maximum damage to bankrupt them,” Dmitry
Medvedev says in newly released video.

Senior Kremlin officials are calling for the theft of intellectual property from companies that have
withdrawn from Russia following its invasion of Ukraine. In a video posted online over the
weekend, Deputy Chair of the Security Council of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev
delivered fiery remarks in a meeting with journalists, saying that Netflix and other companies
should be denied legal protection in Russia. He called for their products to be stolen and
“scattered all over the internet” in order to inflict “maximum damage to bankrupt them.”
Medvedev previously served as President of Russia and Prime Minister.

President Vladimir Putin’s Press Secretary agreed with Medvedev in remarks published by a
Russian media outlet. Dmitry Peskov suggested that the companies were “pirates” and implied
that the actions are a justified retaliation against Western sanctions.

The statements are the latest in a series of steps targeting foreign firms. In April 2022, CNBC
reported that Russian entrepreneurs had begun filing trademark applications to take over some
of the world’s most iconic brands. In March 2022, the Kremlin signed a decree stating that
patents from companies based in “unfriendly” nations could be used freely in Russia without any
repercussions.

In May 2022, the Russian Ministry of Industry and Trade put into force an order allowing imports
of foreign goods without the authorization of patent holders. The decree listed products—ranging
from electronics and auto parts to cosmetics and agricultural equipment—that could be
marketed and sold in Russia without the companies’ consent.

The comments over the weekend indicate growing frustration on the part of the Kremlin. With the
elimination of legal repercussions, intellectual property theft may become increasingly blatant.
Russian actors are likely to become more aggressive in targeting companies or former
employees who remain in Russia, to illegally acquire and transfer intellectual property.
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Strider English Translation of Dmitry Medvedev’s Video Remarks:

You know what, look for the right pirates and download from them.

Now, earlier, as a lawyer, | had a negative attitude towards this, | speak with absolute sincerity
when | say that | believed that it was better to overpay at that moment when others said: “What
are you paying for? It is everywhere, on torrent trackers, and so on, but now, | relate to this,
according to the principle: “That's what they wanted and got”.

And fine, therefore, don’t let them get money.

We have recently, now finishing the topic, specifically discussed that they should be deprived of
some of their non-property rights, in legal language, which they collect here.

Now, if they left us, all kinds of “Netflixes”, and there are others, right? So, we will download
everything, and we will use it for free.

And | would also scatter it all over the internet to cause them maximum damage, maximum
damage! To bankrupt them.

Strider Transcript of Dmitry Medvedev’s Video Remarks:

Bbl 3HaeTe uTO, NLWUTE NPABUIIbHbBIX MMPATOB N CKaYMBANTE Y HUX.

BoT ecnn paHbLue, A Kak IOPUCT, OTHOCKICA K STOMY OTpULATENIbHO , aDCONIOTHO MCKPEHHE FOBOPIO,
1 CYnTan, YTo Nlyylle nepensiatuTb B TOT MOMEHT, KOrAa Apyrue roBopAT: «Ye Tbl nnaTuwb TO,

JTO Be3fe eCTb TaM, Ha TOPPEHT TpeKepax TaM, 1 Tak Janee, To cenyac, A K STOMy OTHOLWYCb , MO
nNpUHUUNY: « BoT 4yto XOTeNnn To 1 Noayunnn»,

W nycTb OHM, 3HAUUT, He JOOBUPAIOT AeHbIN.

Mbl 5TO HejaBHO, TEMepb yXe 3aBepLuas Temy,

O6cy»xpanu cneumanbHO, UTO MX HY>KHO JINLINTb YacTV HEMMYLLLECTBEHHbIX MPaB, BbipaXkaacb
IOpPUANYECKNM A3bIKOM, KOTOPble OHM COBMpPaloT 34eCh.

BoT ecniv oHa ywinm oT Hac, BCAKMe HeTGNMKCbI, Tam 1 npoune, fAa? 3HaunT 6ygem Bce 3TO CKaumBaTb,
6ynem nonb3oBaTbcA 6ecnnaTHo.

A A 6bl eLe 3TO BCe NO ceTn pazbpacbiBan, Ansa TOro YTodbl NPUUNHUTD UM MAKCUMaSIbHbIN YPOH,
MakcrmanbHbIn YpoH!

Y106 OHM 06aHKPOTMAUCD.
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